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Admi ni

We are over half way through our
Lenten journey for 2008. | pray that
you Lenten journey has been
successful, that you are moving
closer to Jesus each day. Lentis an
opportunity to fast, practice
abstinence, and to give alms to those
in need.

At. St. Maryds S
are definitely taking part in this
Lenten journey. Our 7" and 8"
graders raised $1560 for Heifer
International at the Mardi Gras
Marketplace event on Fat Tuesday.
More information concerning this
project will be coming forth.
Additionally our Pennies for Patients
program generated over $350 to
assist research to eliminate cancer
and leukemia and other dreaded
diseases from our population. |
thank the students and staff for
being such generous and successful
role models for all of us to follow.

Reqgistration for the 2008-2009
school year is now open to the
public. Once again | urge any
members of the
School family who have not yet
registered to do so to reserve your
spot for the coming year. If you will
be looking to secure some financial
assistance, pleasce
contact either our two priests or
Jerry Kent, St . Meé
administrator.

Congratulations to our basketball
and cheerleading teams for a very
successful conclusion to a wonderful
year. The final results in the Tri -
County tournament were not
available at the time of this printing
but | know all of the teams have had
very successful seasons. | thank
them, their coaches and parents for
the strong support of these
programs.

| wish to than the parents in
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grades 2-8 who took the time to
attend conferences during this past
week. K & 1 conferences will be
held during the month of March. St.
Maryb6s School assi
who are the primary educators of
their children and we thank them for
their willingness to come to school to
work with our staff. | would also
wish to thank the
and School Association for providing
the meals for staff during these
conferences.

The St. Maryds b
continues to move along. Permission
from the College of Consultors in
Winona along with our two parish
councils, building committee, and St.
Maryo6s School Boar
project towards the culmination of
the Bond Issue vote of Ma7 21,

2008. Sessions will be held for all
parents to find more about this great
education space available to St.
Marybés School . Pl
sessions when they become

available. Information will be

coming out shortly on these

upcoming sessions.

March is the month to celebrate
fine arts at St.
number of opportunities will be
available to hear the fine programs
we have. The Pop Fiesta will be on
March. The 5" grade students will
be participating in the All City 5™
Grade Band and All City Choir. We
will also have our spring drama
production under the direction of
Mrs. Stacey Mulet. We thank Mrs.
Kuklok, Mr. Ostermeier, and Mrs.
Mulet for their strong leadership in
Fine Arts and music. We also have
much art on display throughout our
building from Mrs. De Leon, a St.

Administrator’s Corner
(Continued on page 10)




Kinderg arten NeWsSc ¢ ¢ ¢ By mrs. Lambaere, Mrs. Borgerding, & Mrs. Wolfe
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We continue our Lenten journey
into March. We turn our hearts
towards God. Our prayers reflect our
interest in the needs of others. The
end of the month brings the greates t
feast of the church, Easter.

In Language Arts we have begun
Guided Reading Groups. This offers
students instruction at their level.
There is also time for daily
independent reading and
opportunities for writing. This is a
time for great growth in li teracy. We

First Grade News ¢ éBy Mrs. Connor, Mrs. Haarstad, & Mrs. Peterson

We loved February! We
celebrated dl Love
with lots of fun activities! Mr. Kent
read us a story on a large screen in
the gym, and we brought our
favorite bedtime stories on pajama
day. We also watched the teachers
perform the story, A Bad Case of the
Stripes. We won a book through our
schoolwide book bingo contest and
we also received a hardcover book
for making our classroom reading
goals!

We also celebrat
Day with some fun activities, crafts,
and a party. This month also

brought the beginning of Lent. We
enjoyed the Mardi gras events in the
cafeteria put on by the junior high
students. It was a fun way to begin
our season of sacrifice and giving.
We worked on our Lenten goals and
promises, taking the time to walk
with Jesus each day.

On February 12" we celebrated
the 100" day of school! Wow i how
the time flies! We enjoyed making
our special 100 creations and sharing
them at school. Being so creative, we
designed our own instruments to
play in Music class as well as Mass.

Second Grade NeWs ¢ esy mrs. Bastyr & mrs. Pipitone

Greetings!

We enjoyed visiting with you at
conferences.

For such a
been kept pretty busy.
We had a nonfiction theme in
reading- weather. We had big group
activities along with centers. We also
talked about Lincoln and Washington
and what famous Americans they
were.

In math we finished with adding
and subtracting two digits with no

short

are proud of our kindergartners.
March Themes:

Dr. Seuss
St. Patrickés Day
Kindergarten Luau
Easter
Pl ease check you

backpack daily for important
information and keep on reading to
and with your kindergartner.

We had so much fun with these!

On March 5" the first grader s will be
in charge of putting on the Mass. We
hope you are able to join us! We will also
be working on our school-wide Lenten
Heifer Project that we learned about in
Spirit Groups this past week.

Well we are anxious to see if March
comes in like a lion and out like a lamb.
Whatever the weather, be sure to send
snow pants and boots for recess.

Next month we will look for you at
our conferences!

Have a blessed Easter!

regrouping and regrouping. We will
be working on the 100 number grid,
complements of 10, and patterns we
see in counting. We will continue to
work on addition and subtraction of
2-digits. In the middle of March we
will begin with 3 -digits.

We have started work on our
auction baskets. Before you know it
this fun event will be here. Thanks
for all of your support you give to St.
Maryo6s. It is

gr ec
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Third Grade News: ¢ éBy Mrs. Chatelaine & Mrs. Johnson

What 6s cooking?!
literature in Language Arts! During the
month of March, the third grade
students will begin to read selected
works by some great authors, including
Tomie dePaola, Patricia Polacco, and
Beverly Cleary in
unit. In this unit, we will also explore
the skills of following directions,

(

organize and write five paragraphs about

their animals?! The students enjoyed
sharing their nafi

a continuation of memorization of facts
to math' As your child passes a fact

times test, they will bring home the next

set to study. Thank you for taking the
time to review the facts with your child

nal
Marchbrings geometry concepts and

in the Stations of the Cross during Holy

Week. We encourage you to continue
to take time at home to discuss your
faith and how you
with your children.

Later this month, your child will
explore the A8 Ki
discover different areas that they are
A s ma r tMultiple witelligencesi the

predicting outcomes, using context,
and determining the sequence of
events. Inthe area of writing, we will
continue working with the Trait of
Organi zation by wri
paragraph. And, who knows. . . we
might even try our hand at some
cooking!

Didnét the studen
on their endangered animal reports
and posters! Did you know that during
the month of January, they learned to
research information, take notes,
organize their thoughts, and then

confidence!

in/energy out.

each night! It really does make a
difference in their knowledge and

Nutrition and Physical Fitness are the
topic in health/science, including
choosing healthy foods and ways to
move our bodies more. Take a look on
our website for a great Internet site that
helps students learn to balance energy

The children are continuing their
Lenten journey by following Jesus
through an act of charity, good work, or
sacrifice. As a group, we will participate

A8 Kinds owilb&theahermes
of the third grade auction baskets.
Look for a note in
soon!

't was great
progress with you at conferences! As
we reflect upon the past few weeks,
theword figrowtho
have had the privilege watching these
children grow in so many ways 1
socially, emotionally, intellectually,
spiritually. 't 6s
always, thanks for the hard work and
support at home! r
with you for the good of your child!

Fourth Grade News ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ymrs. Gerats & mrs. wobschall

February was busy with lots of
activities. The month just sailed by!

In math we are working with
fractions. Using manipulatives really
help visualize the concept.

The theme for reading is
"American Snapshot.” We are
reading stories that show us different
aspects of life in America. We have
done a lot of creative writing using
descriptive words. The students
have really expanded their
vocabulary to describe items.

During lent we are working on our
Lenten promises to God and trying to
make changes in our lives to bring us
closer to God.

fabulous job!

Fifth Grade News

The filth graders are all a buzz with news of research
papers. They are deciding this week who they are going to
research. They will have a chance to do some reseach in the
computer lab, but they are also required to use a good old -
fashioned book as well.

They will research for the
have heard all about it. Thanks for the help!
The other hot topic i soupist

reading, Tuck Everlasting. This fantasy story tells of finding

n

The ocean unit was a "splashing
success" and now we are "blasting off"
into the solar system unit. As a
culminating activity for the ocean unit
we made a large ocean scene mural by
the computer lab. Hopefully you saw it
when you were visiting for
conferences. Also, we are making an
ocean book that will be printed in hard
cover for our ocean basket at the
auction. The students are doing a

The southeast region is our focus in
social studies. We are learning about
each southeaster states, civil war,
Harriet Tubman and so much more.

Our recorder concert is coming up

(

on Tuesday, March 11th in the
cafeteria at 9:00 A.M. The concert
will be about a half hour long. We
will also perform a short concert for
all who can attend on Monday,
March 10th before the Home and
School meeting. The concert will
begin at 6:50. The students have
worked very hard and are sounding
really good as they are mastering
playing the recorders.

It was really great to see you at
conferences. lItis a pleasure to work
with you as we educate your child
and help him/her grow in academics,
maturity, and spiritual life. Thank
you for sharing your childre n with us.

the waters of continual youthfulness. Should they share it?'
Thatis the million-d ol | ar question. Mrs
reading, Number the Stars. This story takes place in
Copenhagenduring the Nazi
occupation of Denmark. The Danes must be "bodyguards" for
all the Jews. Can they all escape in time? Ask your child
about these fabulous books.

Thanks for coming to conferences. We enjoyed seeing
you and updati ng yograss.dhmanky agairr
for all of your support.

f

n(

(

to d

con
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Si xth

Thank you all for coming to our
student-led conferences! We were
very impressed with the 6™ grade
students for their a stute insight into
their strengths and areas in need of
improvement.

We have finished our entries for
the Catholic Daught
student completed an art project and a

poem. This year ds
fiJesus, Li ght Adfe otpt
Who Light Up My Wor

We are in the midst of a 6™ grade
literature circle. The book we are
reading is Uglies, by Scott Westfeld.
This is an action packed novel that

Mr s Nyl un

Language Arts

The 7" graders learned about
propaganda in conjunction with their
Mardi gras service project. After
learning about the different types of
propaganda and looking at rules and
regulations surrounding advertising,
the students made an ad to promote
the product they were selling at the
Mardi gras event. | saw some great
creativity!

We are about halfway through
our novel, Touching Spirit Bear,
which is about a boy who is banished
to a remote island as punishment for
a crime he committed. As he tries to
survive on this island all alone, he
learns a lot about himself and about
the way he has been living his life.
Boys and girls alike seem to be
having a hard time not reading

Gr a d aymd\venve siraéne

|l eads us into disc
path for us, beauty, self -esteem, and
making good choices. This is the

first book in a series.

Our new social studies books are
just fantastic! We have begun
ANewcomerso to Mir
ASodbusters. o The
beautifully with our Frontier House
series from PBS. Ths 6 part series
follows 3 modern day families as
they attempt to live like pioneers.

This is a favorite of all 6™ graders!

We are beginning to work on
Auction Baskets! The Night of
Knights Auction is April 12". We will

ahead because the plot is so
exciting!

7™ Grade Math

The 7" graders finished up their
unit on linear equations and have
now started their book on ratios,
percents, and proportions. This is
kind of a fun unit because we do a
lot of surveys to compare results,
bringing the subject right into the
studentso6 I|ives. 1
math that we see on a daily basis
without even realizing there is math
involved. We have talked a lot about
all of the percents and ratios we will
see in the coming year as
newscasters and such discuss
political candidates.

8™ Grade Math
The 8" grade students finished

be contributing a 6" Grade Book
Basket filled with student creations
and favorite books, as well as, a
Minnesota Basket.

Please remember to find our
weekly newsletter on-line as well as
in your studentds
Grade reports for your child come
home every other Friday.

Thank you for signing planners
and reading logs each night. Itis so
nice to have families that look
through the information that comes
home from school. You are
fabulous!

their quadratic function unit and

have now moved into the unit, Say It
With Symbols, which deals with
algebraic reasoning. Some of the
skills done in this book continue with
the topics learned in their previous
unit, and we will also be
introducing/reinforcing many of the
skills that will be taught in depth to
them next year in 9" grade math.

Regional Spelling Bee Update

Congratulations to Delaney
Zimmer, who placed 13" out of
approximately 40 spellers at the
Regional Spelling Bee in Rochester
on February 19! We were proud to
have you represent our school
Delaney!
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Mr . Smithdéds News

Junior High Religion
Students will continue their study of Sunday scripture and its link to Church teaching. The readings for March are as
follows:

Date Readings Theme

3/2/08 John 9:1-41 Time to open your eyes?

3/9/08 John 11:1-45 Where do you need new life?

3/16/08 Matthew 26:14-27:66 Face your tough choices

3/23/08 John 20:1-9 See and believes.

3/30/08 John 20:19-31 ltds okay to be | i ke Thomas.

Students should remember to perform 8 hours of community service by 3/20/08. Students performed 1,134 hours of
service during second quarter. Students can earn points for praying the Anima Christi and the Prayer to the Guardian
Angel by reciting the prayer to parent volunteers during religion class time until the end of third quarter.

Students will also attend a student created and led prayer servicefocu si ng on fiperseverance. 0
at 1:40 pm on 3/18/08 @ Sacred Heart Church. All are welcome to this prayer experience.

Student Council and Youth Ministry Events

3/5/08 DOC 7-8" grade 6:30-8:00 PM @ SMS Gym

3/8/08 Saturday Night Slam 5-8" grade 5 -11 PM @ Sacred Heart, SMS, & Grand Slam $15
3/15/08 Food Drive 7-8" grade 10 AM- noon @ Trinity Lutheran Church

3/19/08 DOC 7-8" grade 6:30-8:00 PM @ SMS Gym

Hands & Feet Service Project

All 7-8th graders are welcome to participate in a door to door food drive to benefit the Steele County Food Shelf. Students
will work in supervised groups to collect food from Owatonna residents and send it to the Food Shelf. This event takes
place on 3/15/08 from 10 AM to noon at Trinity Lutheran Church.

Summer Camp Information:
Please contact Joan Steffens in the REP Office for more information!

Summerfest Grades 7-8
www.summerfestmn.com

July 21-25 $315
Steubenville North Grade 8
www.partnershipforyouth.org

July 18-20 $140

Catholic Youth Camp  Grades 1-8
WWW.Ccycamp.org
June, July, August Dates $305-405

Celebrate Me Grade 6
www.celebrate-me.com
July 20-25 $260



http://www.summerfestmn.com/
http://www.partnershipforyouth.org/
http://www.cycamp.org/
http://www.celebrate-me.com/
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| Love to Read!

February marked / Love fto Read month and the school to ok part in many fun activities. Mr. Kent kicked off the
events by reading to the students in the gym. Also, every day on morning announcements a book related trivia
guestion was read, and classes who submitted the correct answer were entered into a drawing to win books for their
classroom. We also played Book Bingo, with a different book being announced every morning. Classes who got a
Bingo received a book to add to their classroom library. Other activities were school wide DEAR (Drop Everything and
Read) times and individual classroom events planned by the classroom teachers.

Throughout the month each class had a reading goal to reach. At the end of the incentive period, the classes who
reached their goals were awarded books for their classroom library at an all school assembly. A great big thank you
goes out to Sylvan Learning Center and to St. Maryods £
students also got to see their teachers and other staff members perform in a play.

Physical Education. . 5y ms. o

Kindergarten:
We are working on a juggling unit in which we will

juggle tennis balls, beanbags, rings, and scarves. We
will then work on jumping rope, hula hoop, and
basketball skills

1% & 2™ Grade:
We are working on all types of basketball skills.

3 & 4™ Grade:
We are working on basketball skills. They will learn the
rules and play games.

5" & 6" Grade:

They are working on a basketball unit. They have been
working on skills. They will learn the rules and then play
games. After basketball we will start a dance unit. We will
cover square, ethnic, and social dances.

7" & 8" Grade:

We have been in a basketball unit. We are learning the
rules and playing games. Our next unit will be dance. We
will cover square, ethnic, and social dances.

Greetings from the Libraryeée. By Mrs. B

Scholastic Book Fair

Thank you to the adult and student
volunteers who helped make our
Scholastic Book Fair a success. An
event of this scale is not possible
without many willing volunteers.
Students enjoyed a visit from Curious
George, took chances on a raffle,
shared snacks and listened to
members of our staff read some of
their favorite books. We raised
$2,961.00 which converts to
$1,480.00 in books for our library.
Your support is appreciated as we
continue to purchase high-interest
books and materials that support our
curriculum.

We Love to Read!

What fun we had with our | Love to
Read activities this past month! Lots
of great books were read; artwork
created; stories shared; and the list

goes on. Your continued support in
providing opportunities for your
children to experience pleasure in
reading has a positive

impact.

Books, Books, Books!

Herebs a tip to he
book a chanceo, or
judging a book by its cover - or by its
reputation: 7he Three-Chapter Rule
Just give any book three chapters
before you decide
Then when your child says they

would really rather not read

something, they know why, and have
given it a reasonable chance. i

Jennie Nash Raising a Reader

Looking for a good book for you or
your child? Try these websites:
1  www.kidsread.com: This is
a site run by the people at

www.BookReview.com, and they
know their books. You can read
reviews on this site, check out

the featured books, and see

what kids are saying about

popular books, and write to
authors.

www.cbcbooks.org: This is the
site of the Childr e nés Boo
Counci l Theyodv
interviews, a nFk
section for just-released books, a
ABi mont hly Showc
by topic, and an awards page.

Greetings from the Library
Continued on page 13


http://www.kidsread.com/
http://www.bookreview.com/
http://www.cbcbooks.org/
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Auction Committee Update

Don’t be late on Sat. April 12111
The 2008

is rapidly approaching! We hope you
have the evening of Saturday, April
12" reserved on your calendar! Our
fiesta theme is making a comeback,
along with the margaritas. Plenty of
good food and a variety of beverages will
be availabl e.
many generous donations from our
Catholic Community and Owatonna
businesses. Donations include a couple
of Aup northo
membership at the Owatonna Country
Club,a86 X 12606
playhouse, jewelry, a week at a Colorado
condo, a beautiful picnic table, a
Wisconsin Dells family package, lots of
signed sports memorabilia, and much
more! Special thanks to all of our
business solicitors for all your efforts!
If you are a soli
turned in
turn in your packets as soon as
possible. The picnic table will be one of
our first items on the Live Auction.
Winners of this table will be treated to
special seats, complete with
complimentary chips, salsa and
beverages.

Volunteer Update: Thank you to all of
you who have already registered to work
a shift during the auction week -end! We
are grateful for your willingness to help!
We really do need all of you! For those
of you who were unable to sign up yet,
please consider contacting Cathy Effertz,
our volunteer coordinator, to lend a
hand. We still have many opportunities
to help and get involved!

Family Solicitations Underway:
Donations from SMS families are very
important part of the auction. Please
return your donation form as soon
as possible. Even if you do not have
your donation ready to turn in, for
planning purposes it is very helpful to us
to have an idea of what will be coming
in. If you are wondering what to donate,
we have included in this newsletter a
Wi s h of dosatiod ideas. Please
remember that no donation is too

iNi ght of
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small é. .it all/l hel i
of the event. Cash, gift certificates,
theme baskets, or specific items are
always welcome. We always need
items to be used in the gourmet
baskets. Large containers (small and
large baskets, laundry baskets,
backpacks, metal/plastic buckets) are
needed as they will be transformed
into beautiful gift baskets in our Silent
Auction section by our creative and
talented Gourmet Committee.
Contributions of homemade cookies,
rolls, breads, candy, shacks, jams,
sal sas, etcéare al\
donate. We also have a need for
coffee, crackers, nuts, soup mixes,
bags of chips, and a variety of
beverages. If you have any questions,
please contact Lynn Olson (446-0052)
or Karla Kniefel (455-2371) on the
Gourmet Committee.

Donation Drop Off Dates: For your
convenience, the Auction Committee

will be accepting donations and
donation forms at ¢
from 6:30-8:00 pm on March 10,

17 and 31. Donations may always be
dropped off at the school office on
school days.

Free “Early Bird” Drawing: Each
year we encourage auction participants
to come early to view the vast display
of diverse items up for bid. Again this
year we are offering an incentive to
those that come in the door between
4:00-5:00 pm. You will receive an
“early bird” ticket to be placed in
our collection bucket down in the Silent
Auction area. The drawing will take

Auction Committee:

place at 5:15, so be sure to come early
and earn a chance at this fun, free
drawing. The prize for the drawing is
a secret, but you can expect it is sure
to follow our fiesta theme.

“Car and Cash” Raffle: The raffle
tickets are selling!! Be sure to get
yourself a chance at driving a sporty
new 2008 Ford Edge, $1000 or $500!!
Tickets are available from any auction
committee member or from Connie
Lembke in the school office!

St. Mary's Staff Appreciation
Raffle Extended to March 20: Be
sure to purchase raffle tickets to
recogni ze a St. Mar
their commitment to Catholic Education
and St. Maryo6s Sch
raffle ticket form, they will be available
in the school office. To have your
raffle tickets included in the drawing,
please have your completed form and
payment (either cash or check)
del ivered t o t he
office on or before March 20. The
winner will be randomly drawn just
before the Live Auction begins at 7:30
pm.

If you have any questions, please
contact any Auction Committee
member for assistance. We will be
glad to answer any of your auction
questions.

Wedre |l ooking forw
2008 Auction!! Please come early and

stay late and feel the SMS spirit at

work!!

Jay and Tricia Johnsonbushelboyfam@msn.com

Jack and Katie Felland katiejack@deskmedia.com

Matt and Karen Thurnau mkgthurn@rconnect.com
Mark and Mary Rahrick mmrahrick@charter.net

Lori and Barry Butler loributlerl@charter.net

Nic and JoAnn Matejcek jomat@rjfwindowsanddoors.com
Patrick and Kristin Haberman kristin@habermanlaw.com
Todd and Kris Wishy tkwishy@charter.net

Dave and Cathy Effertz ceffertz@gmail.com

Phil and Carol Daley carol.daley@allina.com

Bill and Kris Dublin dubsmn@charter.net
Chris and Jill Prohaski jcprohaski@charter.net
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Jr. High
Solo/Ensemble

St . Mar yos
participated in a Solo and
Ensemble Festival on Saturday,
February 2 at Triton Middle
School in West Concord. The
following student ensembles
were sel ectrellitaes
Lauren Chicos and Lizzie
Prohaski, Flute Duet; Liz Berg,
Delaney Zimmer, and Jacob
Kearin, Alto Saxophone Trio;
Jacob Forster, D.J. Hanson, and
Nick Liebl, Mixed Trio.

The following students
received a fisupe
their solo: Emily Moothart,

Oboe; Anna Bastyr, Flute; Nicole
Carlson, Flute; Laura Meyer,
Clarinet; Lauren Hoen, Flute;
Anna Rabhrick, Clarinet; Delaney
Zimmer, Alto Saxophone; Liz

Ban

Tuba; Kurtis Pierret, Piccolo and
Trombone; Connor Cordell, Trumpet
and French Horn; and Jack Leon,
Trumpet. Miles Mulet received an
fexcell ento rati
solo.

The following students received a
isuperioro rating
Lauren Chicos and Lizzie Prohaski,
Flute Duet; Liz Berg, Delaney Zimmer,
Jacob Kearin, Alto Saxophone Trio;
Jack Leon, John Hartmann, Connor
Cordell, Jacob Forster, and Nick Liebl,
Brass Quintet; Erin Abbe and Shelby
Kern, Brass Duet; Anna Bastyr, Emily
Moothart, Laura Meyer, and D.J.
Hanson, Woodwind Quartet; Jacob
Forster and Connor Cordell, Brass
Duet; Kendra Schroeder and Marysa
Storm, Mixed Duet; Ari Ptacek and Lisa
Nguyen, Flute Duet; Nicole Sedivy,
Jordyn Wobschall, Erin Lindenbaum,
Brass Trio; Alyssa Rudolph, Laura

ng

(

Clarinet Quartet; Jacob Kearin and
Sean Murphy, Saxophone Duet;
Alexandra Liebl and Hayden
Holland, Trumpet Duet; Sarah
Mulert and Kary Schroepfer, Alto
Saxophone Duet; Jacob Forster,
D.J. Hanson, and Nick Liebl, Mixed
Trio; Anna Rabhrick, Lisette Betti,
Tori-Anne Carlson, Wadwind Trio;
and Alyssa Rudolph, Tana
Cunningham and Lauren Hoen,
Woodwind Trio. Marcus Oyloe,
Trent Tucker, Kurtis Pierret, and
Mil es Mulet recei
rating for their Mixed Quartet.
The St. Maryos |
are under the direction of Suzette
Kuklok. Other participating schools
included: Owatonna Junior High,
New Richland Hartland Ellendale
Geneva, Southwest Middle School
in Albert Lea, Ellis Junior High in
Austin, Triton Middle School, St.

Casi miros, and Me

School.

Berg, Alto Saxophone; Nick Liebl, Meyer, Emily Moothart, Monica Nelson,

Southeast MN Middle School Honor Band

On Saturday, March 29, 2008, D.J. Hanson, Trent Tucker, Kurtis
Pierret , Laura Meyer, Nicole Carlson, Emily Moothart, Anna Bastyr, Liz
Berg, and Connor Cordel, members of the school band will participate in
the Southeast Minnesota Middle School Honor Band. The festival will be
held in Austin, Minnesota and is hosted by the Austin High School Band.
Two bands of 125 members each rehearse during the day and present a
concert at 5:00 p.m. in Austin High School's Knowlton Auditorium.
Twenty-nine schools from southern Minnesota and northern lowa will
participate in this Honor Band Festival.

Pop Fiesta

The Jr. High Pop Fiesta is on
Tuesday, March 4. Dinner will be served
beginning at 5:45 PM in the cafeteria.
The concert will begin at 7:00 PM in the
gym. The Jr. High bands and choir will
perform a concert of popular music. The
Best in Site winners from Solo/Ensemble
will also perform. The 6™ grade band
will warm up at 6:40 PM, and the 7/8
Band at 6:50 PM. See you there!

Al I Cit Bandééeée.. By Mrs KukIl ok

The St. Mary's 5" Grade Band will be performing with all of the public school 5" Grade Band students in an All City 5"
Grade Band. EVERY STUDENT that is in band is abl® participate!!! We will practice on Thurs. morning, March 6 at the
high school. Please drop your son/daughter off at the main doors of OHS at about 5 to 10 minute s before 7:00 AM. Once
inside the high school, your son/daughter will need to proceed to the auditorium. When rehearsal is finished, transportation
will be provided to St. Mary's School.

On the night of the concert, students will need to report to the OHS Orchestra roomat 6:45 p.m. (Go down the 1 * hallway
to the left of the auditorium.) The concert begins at 7:00 p.m. with performances by the All City 5 " Grade Band, followed by
the 9" grade Band and the Symphonic Band, and finally the Concert Band. Because this is a high school activity, admission
of $6.00 per adult and $4.00 per student will be charged (OHS activity cards are accepted). The total length of the program
is expected to be an hour and thirty minutes, so | would encourage you to stay fo r the high school bands.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding All City 5" Grade Band, pleasefeel free to contact me.

All City 5™ Grade Band Concert with OHS Concert Band
Thursday, March 6 - 7:00 PM OHS Auditorium
****Warm up in OHS Orchestra Room at 6:45 pm.

All City 5" Grade Band Rehearsals: 7:00-7:50 AM
Thursday, March 6 OHS Auditorium
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Growing Your Musician
What is practice?

I n the book
Mu s i c i a otldor definds @ractice
as 0 careful
repetitionodo. Most
playing through their music from
beginning to end is practice. This is
actually music performance. Many do
not realize that this passive method of
practice is really a waste of time and
energy. If you continually play through
passages without stopping to fix the
errors, you are reinforcing the
mistakes, which makes them very
difficult to correct. Real practice

4th Recorder Performance

inGr ow

anal yzs

requires fAanalyzir
organizing priorities, creating action
plans, making assumptions, reacting
to realities and limitations, and
reviewing music over and over until
it can be performed correctly, or at
|l east as well as g
using an active approach, children
wi || fi ma r kging deaionsim ¢
the music and play them again and
again until they are perfect. Active
practice requires three essential
elements: organization, purpose, and
di sciplineo.
Organization You need all the
required materials of practice
(instrument, music, well-lit room, a

chair, a music stand, a pencil, etc.),
plus good time-management skills.
Purpose.You need to practice with a
distinct goal in mind - a vision of
where you are and where you want
to be.

Discipline. You need to be willing
to put in the time and effort it takes
to achieve your goal.
The above is taken from the book
AGrowing Your Musi
Guide to Band and Orchestra
Studentso. Contact
are interested in reading the book or
would like to order a copy.

Fourth grade students have been practicing their recorders for music class and invite you to attend their concert
Tuesday, March 11 in the cafeteria at 9:00 A.M. The concert will be about a half hour long. We will also perform a
short concert for all who can attend on Monday, March 10. This performance will be before the Home and School
meeting. Students should report to the b and room by 6:45 if they plan on playing. The concert will begin at 6:50.

All-City Choir

Fifteen St. Mary's students will participate in this
year's All-City Choir. The 5-6 Choir will perform with the
High School Concert Cloir at the OHS Auditorium on
Thursday, March 13 at 7:00 P.M. (an admission is

charged).

Music Boosters

We have two fun events coming up in March!

First, the Pop Fiesta is Tuesday, March 4th.
This evening features dinner and a lively concert performed
by our Junior High students. Join us at 5:45 pm in the
cafeteria for pizza, and beverages. The concert begins at
7:00 pm in the gym. This is always a fun concert.

Second, on SundayMarch 9th, the Knights of
Columbus are sponsoring abenefit breakfast to help
support the St. Mary's music programs. This is the primary

Students participating are Matt Kern, TJ Lembke,

Tim Starman.

breakfast.

Andrew Abbas, Andrea Bothun, Thomas Donlon,
Madison Kramer, Kayla Moothart, Hannah Olson,
Dacota Schwarte, Renae Wobschall, Daniel Boubin,
Maria Chicos, Madeleine Haberman, Nora Rubish, and

fundraiser for our m usic programs. St. Mary's students
will be providing musical entertainment from 9:00 to
11:30. If you did not purchase tickets ahead of time,
tickets will be available at the door the day of the

Finally, we are looking for volunteers to he lp
serve dinner at the pop fiesta and work the pancake
breakfast. If you are able to help out please contact
Dawn Carlson at 451-3541.

Yearbook orders due!

The deadline for ordering your child a yearbook is fast approaching.

put your child's name, grade, and teacher on an envelope marked yearbook and return it to school.

and if paying by check, please make the check payable to St. Mary's.

If you haven't already sent your order in,

Each book is $8.50

please do so by the due date, Friday, March 7th. No late orders will be accepted. If you've lost your envelope, just |
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March Liturgies
Sacred Heart

March 471 8:10 AM Living Stations of the Cross Mrs. Carla Kern 455-1544
March 57 8:10 Elementary Mass Mr. Rort?be IKnlerl:eI 455-2371
March 117 9:00 AM Grade 2 Reconciliation Mrs. Chery ,RO wer 451-5449
March 127 8:10 AM All School Mass Mrs. Holly Liebl 455-9013
March 197 8:10 AM All School Mass St. Joseph
April 27 8:10 AM All School Mass —p_Mr. Chris Herzog 451-2890
Mrs. Dawn Ritter 451-8199
Muaessizsa?éewr;e;é% Ii]teSacred Heart Church. Parents and Mr. Brian Bunkers 455-3186
9 : Mr. Jon Hanson 455-1689
From the Soci al Wk er 6s of fi ceéé

The Sixth Graders are currently participating in the Life Skills curriculum with  Mrs. Pohlen. We are
currently covering building healthy relationships, communicating effectively, handling social situati ons and resisting
peer pressures.

St. Maryds School was fortunate to receive fundin
Second Step curriculum that can be used for K-5" graders. Second Step teaches empathy, cooperation, fairness,
respect,t ol erance and bullying preventi on. Whil e working

in a good deal of time reinforcing these values and social skills you are instilling at home. The Second Step
Curriculum can incorporate a more planned method of teaching these skills to our students. | am excited to
implement this curriculum in the near future.

My office hours are M, W, Th from 8:30am -2:30pm. Please stop by my office or call me at 446-2300 if you

have any questionsorconcerns r el ated to your child at St. Maryods.
— ; -

Administrator’s Corner (continued from page 1) School Board Positions
Maryds Staff membe upcoming22™ annual auction on St. Maryodés Schoo
in grades K-6. The winners of the April 12. During the month of to fill two school board positions from
Catholic Daughter Essay and Art March donation booklets will be both Sacred Heart and St. Joseph Parish.
projects are listed elsewhere in this completed. Please make sure that Elections will be held at the respective
newsletter. you are making donations to this parishes in late April/early May. If you

As administrator, | thank you for very worthwhile project. The are interested in serving a three-year
your strong support of the Night of dollars raised from this auction are term on St. Maryods
Kni ghtds Aucti on i veryimportantto the success and questions, please contact Jerry Kent at
forward to seeing all of you at the financial stability of our school. 446-2300.

PLEASE NOTE: Any parent having a specific placement concern for a student for next year should call the
school office. Forms are available for K-6 placement for 2008-09 and MUST be returned to the office by
MAY 1.




Great News from QSP!
St. Mary’s School Can Still Earn 40%6 Profit!
Order On-Line Anytime!

x Forgot to Order a Magazine?
x Is Your Favorite Subscription Expiring?
x Need the Perfect Gift for Someone You Know?

You can still order Magazines, CD ROMS and Books through QSP,and SMar y 6 s

School will still earn 40% profit! That's right! Order on -line anytime, and our school will continue to
benefit from your support in the QSP Magazine Sale Fundraising Program!

It could not be any easier than this:

U Go to: www.gsp.com

0 Click ARegister Now" and ent425006d420r school ' s

U You will now be linked directly to the on -line site where anything and everything you
purchase will earn St. Marybds School 40% pro

U Same Great Selections . .. Same Great Service!

Don't let publishers pressure you into renewing directly through them! All of those 30 -
week, 48-week or 6-month subscriptions you may have ordered, may now be renewed
through this great website and you will be helping our School - PLEASE spread the
word!

DON'T FORGET:
For any questions about on-line purchases, please call QSP Toll-Free at 1-800-678-2673 [Monday - Friday, 7:00 AM -
6:00 PM CST]. QSP Customer Service Representatives are always happy to assist you!

23 ?[{eader’s
P

L{ Digest


http://www.qsp.com/
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ot Mary's Sehool Blooe Drive

Because of the snow storm during Cathol
conduct the blood drive that week. We would still like to show our support for this
cause so the blood drive has been rescheduled for Monday, April 7.

St . Maryods school I' s hopeful that as ¢p
wonderful way to help others by coming to school on April 7" and donating blood at
the St. Maryods Bl ood Drive. The Steel e

the St Maryods Gy mpma Suniar KighfStudents will perworking at this
event greeting donors and offering them refreshments when they have f inished
donating blood. Home and School is assisting by providing the refreshments.
Please call the Steele County Red Cross and set up a time to donate blood on April 7.
They are scheduling appointments in an effort to keep people moving in and out
smoothly. Even if you forget to make an appointment you can still come in and donate
blood on that day.
Pl ease set an example of service and
What : St Maryos School Bl oo
When: Monday, April 7", 2008- 1:00-7:00pm-School Gym

Call451-2777 to set up your appointment
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Nur ses N aae&ere €

During the month of March, the fifth grade students
will be watching a scoliosis video and getting their backs

checked. | will show the video to both fifth grade classes

during the first week of March. At that time | will pass
out a booklet for the students to take home and read.
Back checks will be done during their gym class that
week or the next. Girls need to wear a swimsuit top or a
sports bra. 7" grade girls and 8" grade boys will be
getting checked towards the end of March. If yo ur child
needs further evaluation, you will receive a letter in the

Umpires Needed

Anyone interested in ump
or girl és fast pitch, Mpk gé
i 446-2300. This is a paid position.

Softball & Baseball

Softball and baseball season is just around the

corner. The boyds basebal

We need a girls coach to help to help coach with
Emmet Gaunitz. If interested, call Terri Grose at SMS
446-2300. These are paid positions

2008 CDA Education Contest Winners

*Poster T Jake Buswell

*Art T Paige Miller 8
Art i Nicole Carlson 7
Art Logan Johnson 6B
*Art 1 Sidney Kasper 5L
Art T Kristen Rysavy 4G

Computer Art i Nick Liebl 8
*Computer Art T Brooke Miller 7

Computer Art i Kristen Rysavy 4G
*Computer Art T Mark Hanson 4W

*Essayi Sadie Schroeder 10
*Essay i Nick Liebl 8
Essay- Marysa Storm 7
Essayi Lisa Nguyen 6V

*Poetry T Brody Hudson 7
Poetry i Maddy Rysavy 6V
*Poetry T Madison Kramer 5D

*Indicates entry has been sent to CDA State Competition.

mail.

We are seeing a fair amount of respiratory ailments.
There are several strains of influenza that have not been
covered by this ye aguddenofisétof
fever, aches and cough/cold symptoms which could
indicate influenza. If diagnosed in the very early stages,
doctors can give an anti-viral medication that will lessen
the symptoms and shorten the duration. Remember to
keep washing those hands and drink plenty of fluids.

Tri-County Tournament

Thanks to all the parents and students who
helped with the Tri-County Basketball Tournament
that was held at St. Ma r
made the tournament a success.

Congratulations to the cheerleaders, basketball
teams, and coaches for a fine season. Thanks to
Christy Mulert and LaVonne Sedivy for lining up
ticket takers and running the concession stand.

Libraryé é é .continued from page 6

Just a Reminder...

St . Marybés School has
TeachingBooks.net, a mutimedia website that
generates enthusiasm for books and reading with
engaging author programs and K-12 book
resources for children and teens.

TeachingBooks is an online service thatSMS
students and families can use at school, home,
wherever there is internet access.

To use TeachingBooks:

1. Go to www.TeachingBooks.net/home/ (Itis
important to use this address to avoid being
offered a trial period; we already subscribe to this

service).

2. Inighel ™8 box wunder
stmarys

3. Click ASubmit.o

www.TeachingBooks.net/home/ (800)596-
0710

Happy Reading!
Mrs. Berg

<


http://www.teachingbooks.net/home/
http://www.teachingbooks.net/home/
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“Night of Knights” Auction 2008
Donation ldeas

The sky’s the limit when it comes to ideas! Listed below are some items that have
worked well in the past and there are a few ideas that are new. Everyone has something
to offer and no donation is too small. You may want to consider working together with
another family or two to make a donation. Please help make our 2008 Auction a night to
remember!

Food!!

*Homemade cookies, bars, rolls, breads, snacks (always needed!)

*Gourmet foods/nuts/chocolates

*Beverages to be included in baskets: pop, wine, beer, and juice

*Host a theme dinner or party ( BB Q, Il talian, Mystery, etcé)

Kids and Teens!

*Books, Movies, Games, Art Supplies

*Favorite Character Baskets
*Bicycles/scooters/skateboards

*Sports equipment

*Host a tea party, birthday party, scavenger hunt party

Events!

*Sporting event tickets
*Concert tickets

*Theater tickets

*Hunting or Fishing outings

Electronics!

*Ipods *Play Station 3/X Box

*TVs *Games or attachments for game systems
*Laptop computers *Digital camera/photo printer

Other Great Ideas!

*Patio Furnishings *Camping Equipment/Tent

*Lawn Care/Services *Gardening Equipment

*Art, pottery *Grills

*Dart board/air hockey/game table *Painting/Carpet Cleaning Service
*Small kitchen appliances/coffee maker *Lawn equipment/leaf blower
*Sports equipment *Services for home/yard

Cash and Gift Certificates!!!
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Lost and Found

We have been accumulating a large amount of clothing and lunch bags in our lost and found. Several times a
year, we put things out on tables so they may be c laimed, but inevitably, many things remain. At the end of the
year, anything that is left is donated to the CYO rummage sale. It would help tremendously if parents would put
their students name on an inside tag on all clothing (particularly jackets, sno wpants, sweatshirts and boots) as
well as the bottoms or insides of lunch bags. Thi s
lost and found is larger-sized clothing.) This would really cut down on the amount of unclaimed article s. Thanks
for your help.

Volunteer Coordinator é . connie Lembke

| want to thank all of you who helped with the Scholastic Book Fair. Your support is always so greatly
appreciated. And as always, for helping sell Scrip at both parishes, but most of all foryour wi | | i ngness
whenever there is a volunteer need. God Bless you!

St. Maryds Volunteers are invitedéee

Volunteers are a vital part of St. Maryés School . We
you. We would like to show our appreciation. On April 2™ we invite you to our all School Mass. Please join us at 8:10
AM at Sacred Heart Church and afterwards in the parish center for donuts and coffee.

Parent s, Grandparent

St. Maryds is coll
Cartridges for recycling:
Lexmark Xerox Sharp
HP Dell Apple
Canon Brother
Please drop them off at school
Attn: Mrs. Wacek

Save Aluminum Cans All Year
By Terri Grose
Owatonna Metal Recycling

1210 Industrial Road

Owatonna, MN 55060
(Across from the Waste Treatment Plant)

451-1470
Owatonna Metal Recycling will collect aluminum

cans for St sBodmrs gldear. A goo r
have to do is turn your cans in there and they will

give you a slip. Take that slip to the office at the St. Mary's School
:T?gyﬂlr;g;entgrvsr;d;heytwcl)ll keg;?[ trackﬂ;h? Jos 730 S. Cedar Avenue
each month they willsend St .  Maryéds a Owatonna, MN 55060
the cans collected. All the money will go towards
St . Marybd6s sports.
This is a great way of getting rid of all those 507-446-2300
cans and not having to wait until our next pick -up 507-446-2304 (fax)
date, which is in April. Anﬂy questions call Terri Www.stmarys—owatonna.org
GroseatSt Maryod6s School or

Metal Recycling. Thanks for your support.

api



