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November 2007 Jerry Kent, Administrator 

 

Upcoming Events 
 
¶ Nov. 2 - End of 1st Quarter 
¶ Nov. 5 ï NO School 
¶ Nov. 11 ï K C Breakfast for SMS 

Home & School 
¶ Nov. 12 ï Home & School Meeting 
¶ Nov. 19 & 20 K-6 Conferences & 

Book Fair  
¶ Nov. 21 ï NO School SMS 
¶ Nov. 22 & 23 ï No School 

Thanksgiving break 

¶ Nov. 26 ï School Board meeting 

     A thank you to all the 

grandparents and special friends 
who came to St. Maryôs School on 

October 17th to spend the day 
with us.  A big thanks to Rita 

Fisher and the Home and School 

officers for putting together a 
wonderful day.  Thank you to 

Connie Lembke who helped to 
secure a number of volunteers to 

make this program work so well.  
Approximately 700 adults and 

children were served lunch in less 

than an hour.  The music 
program was fantastic and all 

shared a wonderful liturgy.  A 
comment that I heard from a 

grandparent was that they had 28 

grandchildren and they attended 
grandparentôs day celebrations 

throughout the country and said 
that all of the celebrations they 

went to could take the page from 
our plan, as it was by far the best 

of any celebration they had 

attended.  Comments such as 
these were passed on to many of 

our staff members from many 
grateful parents and 

grandparents.  Everything went 

very smoothly.  We thank God for 
giving us this opportunity to share 

this special day with these loved 
ones.   

     Congratulations to the 

coaches of floor hockey and 
volleyball for conducting very 

successful programs this quarter.  
We thank the students, staff, and 

parents for making these 
programs very special.  

Congratulation also to 4th grade 

students who were winners of 
Red Ribbon Week campaign this 

past week.  The students from St. 
Maryôs included Becca Sedivy, 

Kristin Rysavy, Mitchell 

Haberman, and Donna DeLeon.     

Congratulation also to the 6th 

grade students who were winners 
in the essay competition for 

taking home the first and second 
prizes overall of all 6th graders in 

Owatonna.  First place winner 

was Shelby Kern and Second 
Place was Allison Grubish.  

Congratulations to all the 
students who participated in this 

contest.  A thank you also to the 
seventh and eighth grade parents 

who joined us for conferences for 

their students during the month 
of October.  A little over 90% 

were in attendance and I thank 
them for taking the time to join 

us.  A reminder that conferences 

are coming up for K-6 students 
on November 19 & 20.  Hopefully 

all parents have forwarded the  
conference attendance sheets to 

the office by this time. 
     Thank you to all who donated 

coats and winter clothing for the 

Clothesline.  The drive will 
conclude the first week in 

November and already many 
items have been received to pass 
on to those in need.  Thanks also 

to many high school students 
who have come to join us this 

first quarter for the Youth Service 
Leadership (YSL) and Peer 

Helpers.  These students, many 

who are former SMS students 
now at OHS, are great role 

models and we enjoy them 
coming back to spend time at St. 

Maryôs. 
     I thank Sue Wacek and all the 

volunteers who helped make the 

Magazine Drive at SMS a success.  
I thank all of the students as well 

for their strong support of raising 
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Page 2      Grade Level News 

      November promises to be an 

exciting month for everyone in 
Kindergarten.  We are counting the 

days until we come to school all day, 
every day.  Information about this 

change was distributed at 

Kindergarten Parent Night.  
Kindergarten students are excited to 

eat lunch, have more recess time 
and feel like, ñBIG Kidsò. 

      The traditional Thanksgiving 
theme will be explored for the entire 

month of November.  This theme 

includes a collaboration of activities 

in the areas of Religion, Reading, 

Writing and Math. 
  

Special events in November: 
¶ Kindergarten voting on 

Election Day  

¶ Parent Teacher conferences  

¶ A Thanksgiving Feast Day 

  
We are entering the season of 

COLD weather soon!  Please practice 

independent dressing skills with your 
child.  With our all day schedule we 

will have recess outside every day ï 

Kindergarten News éééé  By Mrs. Lambaere, Mrs. Borgerding, & Mrs. Wolfe 

 

 

     October has been a very exciting 

month in first grade! We had a great 
time learning about our five senses. 

A highlight of this unit was the taste 
test! Most of us did not care for the 

baking chocolate - it is just too 

bitter! 
     Have you seen our beautiful loon 

scenes in the hallway? Check them 
out if you have a chance! We also 

made some great Halloween 
mobiles, cards for the Priests, and 

Halloween cards for people receiving 

treatment for cancer. 
     We enjoyed having our guests 

here for Grandparents' and Special 

Friends' Day. The concert was 
amazing! 

     We are now teaming about the 
rainforest. We are creating a 

rainforest in our classrooms. We are 

teaming about many of the animals 
that live in the different layers of the 

rainforest.  We are also going to be 
selling t-shirts to help save the 

rainforest 
     As the weather gets colder, 

please make sure that your child has 

winter wear.  Please also make sure 
that all hats, mittens, boots, snow 

weather permitting.  Please help 

your child remember to dress 
appropriately. 

      With the many natural disasters 
our county has been experiencing in 

recent months we are mindful of the 

many gifts God has blessed us with.  
A classroom of smiling 

Kindergartners is high on that list! 

 

First Grade NewséééBy Mrs. Connor, Mrs. Peterson,  & Mrs. Haarstad 

pants, and jackets have your childôs 

name in them. 
     Our Halloween parties were a 

blast! We also enjoyed singing for 
the residents at Cedarview. Thank 

you to the room parents for helping 

with our parties! 
     We look forward to meeting with 

you in a couple of weeks at 
conferences! 

 

Second Grade NewséééBy Mrs. Bastyr & Mrs. Pipitone 

     October has come and gone. 

Where did the time go? We sure 
enjoyed Grandparentsô and Special 

Friendsô Day! We have a special 
place for them in our hearts. 

      In reading we have been 

working hard on the short vowels. 
We are reading Frog and Toad 
books. We will discover how silly 

these two friends are. We also took 

our first theme test. We also learned 
many facts about frogs and toads. 

      In math we are working on 
addition and subtraction, along with 

story problems. We will continue to 

work on our facts. These are 
important to know so your child is 

not counting on their fingers. 

      We are looking forward to seeing 
you at conferences. 

      Have a wonderful November. 
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Third Grade NewséééBy Mrs. Chatelaine & Mrs. Johnson 

     The month of November brings 

new learning opportunities to St. 
Maryôs third graders!  From Math to 

Language Arts, your children are 
applying basic skills as they explore 

concepts that they will continue to 

build upon throughout their years in 
school. 

     In Language Arts we begin 
Community Ties, a unit in which the 

children read excellent childrenôs 
literature based on families and 

communities.  The first story, Fruit 

and Vegetable Man, is a beautiful 
piece that emphasizes 

intergenerational relationships as 
well as the power of helping others.  

In addition, we continue to work with 

the trait of ideas; this month, the 

 
children will learn to develop their 

ideas with the goal of writing a 
ñhomerun.ò  Ask your child to explain 

to you the relationship between 
baseball and writing! 

     The students are applying the 

flashcard facts that they have 
worked on over the last several 

weeks as they explore concepts in 
addition and subtraction in the 

Everyday Math program.  Thanks for 
all of the time that you have invested 

to help your child learn! 

     Mrs. Chatelaineôs class travels 
across the hall to Mrs. Johnsonôs 

classroom for rock science each 
afternoon, while Mrs. Johnsonôs class 

studies the science of health with 

Mrs. Chatelaine.  We are enjoying 

getting to know all of the third 

graders! 
     During the first week of 

November, as we pray the Rosary 
each day, we will reflect upon the 

Luminous Mysteries.  Each of the 

children has completed a picture 
book that will guide them through 

each decade.  For example, on 
Monday as we pray, we will reflect 

upon Jesusô baptism. 
     Throughout the month, we will 

continue to take moments to talk 

and pray about what we are thankful 
for.  Please know that we are 

thankful for each one of your 
children and for the privilege of 

being their teachers.  We look 

forward to sharing your childôs 
progress with you at conferences! 

 

 

Fourth Grade Newsééééé..By Mrs. Gerdts & Mrs. Wobschall 

     What a busy month it has been! 

We have been working very hard in 
our classrooms. In math we are 

focusing on our multiplication skills. 
There are a lot of fun games and 

activities that help reinforce these 

skills. The students really enjoy 
multiplication baseball and 

multiplication Top-It. You can play 
this at home with a regular deck of 

cards. 
     In religion we are covering the l0 

Commandments. We are taking each 

one and discussing them. The 

students are constructing their own 
Commandment books that they will 

be able to take home. 
     In language arts both classes are 

putting on the play Alice and Alex. It 

is one of the stories in our language 
arts books. The students have a lot 

of fun preparing for their big 
production. We have also tested on 

the first theme in our book and we 
are moving on to the second theme. 

     In science the students are 

focusing on the bones of the body 

and the different joints we have. In 
social studies we are learning about 

the 3 branches of government and 
their responsibilities. We have talked 

a lot about our rights and 

responsibilities we have as citizens of 
the United States. 

     We had the Kool Kids come in 
and talk to us about disabilities. We 

learned how everyone is special on 
the inside and we need to learn to 
treat everyone with respect. 

Fifth Grade Newsééééé By Mrs. Kasper & Mrs. Lattery 

     Can you believe that the end of 

the first quarter is already here, and 
conferences are just around the 

corner?  It has been a fun and fast 9 
weeks!  If you have not signed up 

for conferences yet, please contact 

Mrs. Lembke in the office to arrange 
a time.   

     Before conferences we will be 
assessing each student on their 

reading strategies, fluency, and 
comprehension.  During conferences 

we will discuss these results.   

     This month will bring many fun 

activities.  We are wrapping up our 

second unit in math.  The fifth 
graders will start their math projects 

to help them build their 
understanding of the many concepts 

we covered in Unit 2.  Unit three is 

on Geometry, a favorite of many!   
     During Religion the students will 

be selecting an unfamiliar Saint to 
research.  They will spend a few 

days learning about their lives and 
how their actions can influence our 

own behavior and attitude.  After 

writing a brief paper, the students 

will create a Power Point 

presentation about their Saint to 
share with their classmates.   

     The students have been enjoying 
good literature in Language Arts.  

We have also finished our first read 

aloud:  The Rats of NIHM.   The 
students will be watching the movie 

and comparing the differences 
between good literature (the book) 

and Hollywoodôs take on the book 
(the movie).   The book always wins, 

but weôll see.   

     We are looking forward to seeing 
all of you at conferences.   
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Sixth Grade Newsééééé.By Mrs. Barnes & Mrs. Vieths 

The end of the first quarter is here. Hats off to all the 6th 

grade accomplishments! 
¶ We completed our first novel The Girl Who Owned 

a City in literature circles.  

¶ We finished the first two units in our Everyday 

Math Text.  
¶ We have learned about Adam & Eve, and Abraham 

& Sarah, two important couples in the Bible.  

¶ We studied the theme of Geography in Social 

Studies.  

¶ We have investigated the theme of Life 

Science.  

¶ We have enjoyed several hands-on, 

educational field trips.  
¶ We have become more responsible, hard-

working students.  

We look forward to even more productive and excellent 

second quarter!  

 

7 & 8 Scienceéééééé By Mr. Simon 

 
 
 
Science Fair 

Students should have chosen a topic 
by now.  The next steps, including 

planning an experiment and doing 
research, should be started. 
 

8th Science 

Much of the material we will study in 
earth science will actually involve 

outer space.  We will spend much of 
November studying the moon, the 

solar system, and the universe in 

general.  Mrs. Pohlen will continue to 
present her life skills information 

through the first part of November. 

 

 

 

7th Science 

The students will continue 
studying different forms of life as 

they exist on earth.  We will be 
looking at the kingdoms and 

what determines the make up of 

them.  Mrs. Pohlen will continue 
doing her life skills presentations 

into the middle of November.  
More detailed information will be 

made available through e-mail 
and the website. 
 

 Mrs. Slotsveôs News 

Jr. High Social Studies 
In Social Studies the seventh graders are 

exploring Ancient Egypt.  They will be making potato 
mummies and learning about the contributions of this great 
civilization.   The eighth graders will be learning about the 
Byzantine Empire and the beginnings of Islam.  By learning 
about other cultures, we solidify our own faith and learn to 

accept that others have their own beliefs. 
 

8th Grade Language Arts 

Using the pictures from Chris Van Allsburgôs 
book entitled The Mysteries of Harris Burdick, 

students created their own stories.  The 8th graders 
are in the process of revising their stories by looking 

at story elements, spelling, grammar and creativity.  

These stories will be entered in a contest sponsored 
by Chris Van Allsburg.  The entry deadline is January.   

We are also completing our Short Story Unit, 
focusing on comprehension and story elements.  

Most of the stories encounter young people 
overcoming obstacles.  Their insight and growth is 

inspiring to all. 
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From Mr. Smithôs Classroom 

7 & 8 Religion 

     Students will continue their study of vocation in November, as well as experience a student-led Justice Prayer 
Service on 11/9/07.  

     Seventh graders will begin filming their saint movies this month.  They will finish reading Catherine, Called Birdy 
and begin studying Catholic Social Justice teachings.  They will also begin giving Witness Talks to their classmates 

on Fridays. 

     Eighth graders will continue writing their very own modern-day, but Biblically accurate, versions of popular Bible 
stories.  These stories will be performed by classmates in an improvisational format.   

     Students also continue their study of the weekly Gospel readings.  Here are the Gospel readings for November 
and the themes we will be focusing on: 

11/4  Lk 19:1-10 Seeing God in others 
11/11  Lk 20:27-38 God challenges us to be holy 

11/18  Lk 21:5-19 Perseverance 

11/25  Lk 23:35-43 Second chances 
     Students in both grades need to remember to complete at least 8 community service hours by 1/17/08.  More 

specific details on qualifying service and accompanying forms can be found on the junior high website.  One service 
opportunity we are focusing on this month is: 

¶ 11/16 Transitional Housing of Steele County Sleep Out @ Morehouse Park 

     Students are also asked to become familiar with two prayers by heart this quarter.  Students should be faithfully 

praying ñO My God, Teach Meò and the ñBeatitudes.ò  The text of these prayers can be found on the website.  
Parent volunteers will be available on a regular basis to hear students recite their prayers. 

Youth Ministry Events 

11/2 NET Retreat at SMS 4:30-9:00 PM $15 
11/3 Lifeline Mass in West St. Paul 4:30 PM (8th grade and older only!) 

11/4 Junior High Youth Rally at SMS 12-7 PM $10 (7th-8th graders) 
11/7 Disciples of Christ SMS Gym 6:30-8:00 PM (7th-8th graders) 

11/11 Disciples of Christ- Weekend 11:00-4:00 Mass, Lunch, Bowling (6-8th graders) $10 

11/16 Transitional Housing Sleep Out at Morehouse Park 
11/28 Disciples of Christ SMS Gym 6:30-8:00 PM (7th-8th graders) 

 
CYO T-shirts are available for sale to 5th-8th grade students.  One shirt is black with white ink and uses the ñAmplify 

Christò theme.  The other shirt is blue with multicolor ink and uses a ñGo Against the Flowò theme.  Please see the 
SMS junior high website for an order form.  Shirts cost $13.  Checks can be made to CYO.   

 

Please check out the SMS junior high website for more details or permission slips for upcoming events.  Chaperones 
are always needed and always welcome.  Please call Chris Smith 446-2300 or email him at csmith@stmarys-

owatonna.org  

 
 
 

 Student Council  
 

Octoberôs dance raised $140 for the Steele County Humane Society.  Novemberôs events will benefit Steele 
County Transitional Housing.  I hope to see your children there! 

 
November Events 

11/9 Dodgeball Tournament 7-9 PM  

¶ $2 to play; $1 to watch (there will be an alumni game!) 

11/11 Mass & Bowling 11-4 PM St. Josephôs  
¶ $10 for bowling and the meal 

11/30 Casino Night  

¶ $3 for admission 

 
*Please call Chris Smith @ 446-2300 if you would like to chaperone at any of these exciting events! 

 

mailto:csmith@stmarys-owatonna.org
mailto:csmith@stmarys-owatonna.org
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Dear Parents, 

     Starting on November 1, 2007 SMS 
will no longer have the school library 

available for an after school study 
area.  We have attempted to secure 

volunteer assistance but have been 

unable to find enough adult 
supervision.  Inconsistent coverage is 

worse than no coverage. 
    Parents are asked to pick up their 

children after school by 3:00 PM (the 
school day ends at 2:40).  Parents can 

ask their children to wait for them on 

the playground but this is in an 
unsupervised situation.  Students are 

On November 1 ï  
After School Study 
Area Eliminated 

not allowed to be roaming the 

school hallways after school unless 
they have received prior approval 

of a teacher or are here for an 
activity that begins at 3:00 PM or 

soon after.  Staying after school at 

2:00 for a 5:00 practice is not 
acceptable. 

     I am sorry that we do not have 
adequate resources to provide this 

coverage. 
Jerry Kent 
Administrator 

 

Do-It! 
     We have begun the Do-It 

program at most grade levels.  We 
hope that through participation your 

child will discover the author or type 

of book, which keeps them coming 
back for more.  Keep on reading! 

 
Book Fair 

     Our school will be hosting an 
Usborne Book Fair during elementary 

conferences on November 19th and 

20th from 3:30pm until 7:30 pm. 
Students will be able to choose from 

hundreds of high quality, fun and 
educational books, and your 

purchases will pay St. Maryôs back 

with FREE BOOKS.  Our students 
regularly check out the Usborne 

books from our library, and we often 
have a number of them on hold.   

     Sue Haugen, Educational 
Consultant with Usborne Books will 

be available at the book fair to 

answer questions and help you 
choose the best books for your 

readerôs needs.  There will also be 
craft activities available for the kids 

both evenings. 

     Teachers and children will 
preview the books to create their 

own Wish List.  St. Maryôs School has 
the opportunity to earn up to 50% of 

all purchases in FREE BOOKS.  Our 

goal is to encourage reading, 
promote literacy and boost the 

quality of our library collection.  
These books will make an excellent 

addition to your home library, and 

make great gifts as well.  Last year 
because of book sales and a grant 

from Wal-Mart we were able to 
purchase $2,600 worth of books for 

our library. 
     Be involved in our book fairébe a 

volunteer, donate a book, promote 

your childôs reading, attend the fair 
and youôll help give the gift of 

reading to the children in our 
community! 

 

Happy Reading! 
Mrs. Berg 
 

     Many wonderful books are 

available for circulation in our 
library thanks to Home/School 

funding.  Students are learning 
to be more efficient in searching 

our database and finding books 

that match their interests.   
 

Maud Hart Lovelace 
     MANY students in grades 3 

and up are reading books from 
this select list.  In March of 2008 

students who have read three 

books from this list are eligible to 
vote for the MN State Book 

Award.  The winning book from 
each division is selected and 

announced in April.  Students 

who have read six books from 
the list are member of the 

Scholarôs Club and will 
participate in a celebration ï 

book talk- when the winner is 
announced.  It is certainly not 

too late to begin reading books 

from this list.  Students tell me 
when they have read a book, 

and I keep record of their 
reading in the library.  

Remember our Public Library 

also keeps books from this list on 
their shelves if your child canôt 

wait to get their hands on the 
ñnext one!ò 

Check it Out!  From the Library 
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Car and Cash Raffle 
added to Night of 
Knights Auction! 

     Exciting News!!  The Auction 

Committee has decided to add a ñCar 
and Cashò raffle to our Auction.  We will 

soon be selling $50 raffle tickets.  We will 
have 3 drawings from this raffle, which 

will take place on auction night, Sat. 

April 12th, 2008!!  The 3 winners 
drawn will receive one of the following:  

a 2 year lease on a new Ford Edge, 
$1000 cash drawing, or a $500 cash 

drawing.  More details will be coming 
soon.  

     We will be asking for help to sell 

these tickets. If you think you could sell 
a few tickets to neighbors, co-workers or 

family members, please contact an 
auction committee member.   We are 

excited about this addition to the auction 

and we hope all of you will be too! 

     We hope that the St. Maryôs 
families will keep the auction in mind 
as they shop this fall and holiday 
season.   Watch for current 

summer/fall sales and after Holiday 

sales in January for sale prices on 
items that would make a good 

donation to the auction!!  Donations 
from St. Maryôs families contribute a 

great deal toward the success of the 
Night of Knights Auction!  

     More auction updates will be 

coming in the months ahead.  Your 
auction committee is already at work 

toward making our 2008 auction a 
fun and successful event for St. 

Maryôs School! 

 

Auction Committee Update 

Auction Committee 

 
Jay and Tricia Johnson bushelboyfam@msn.com    

Jack and Katie Felland  katiejack@deskmedia.com   
Matt and Karen Thurnau  mkgthurn@rconnect.com 

Mark and Mary Rahrick  mmrahrick@charter.net 

Lori and Barry Butler  loributler1@charter.net 
Nic and JoAnn Matejcek  jomat@smig.net 

Patrick and Kristin Haberman  Kristin@rconnect.com 
Todd and Kris Wishy  tkwishy@charter.net 

Dave and Cathy Effertz  ceffertz@gmail.com 
Phil and Carol Daley  carol.daley@allina.com 

Bill and Kris Dublin dubsmn@charter.net  

 

2007 Magazine Sale Wrap-UpéééBy Mrs. Wacek, Magazine Drive Coordinator 

     Another successful St. Maryôs Catholic School 

Magazine Drive has come to a close??? The active 
September drive is finished but orders can still be 

placed at: 

QSP.COM 
Register at St. Mary’s Catholic School- 

Owatonna 
For credit 

Online Code is: 425006429 
 

     You can also look up previous orders online and 

contact customer service. We are in a computerized 
world and now our magazine drive is headed that way. 

Approximately $1000 in orders came in over the 
Internet. It makes things simple for everyone involved. 

There are no lost orders in student backpacks or lockers. 

Our office does not have to count the money or bring it 
to the bank. St. Maryôs just sits back and collects the 

monthly checks! 
     Back on land, we had over $33,000 in sales. The 

limousine rides were a big hit. We would like to give a 

special thanks to the McCabe Family for donating the 
rides. The weather was beautiful and the pizza was 

delicious. The top 50 sellers also had an Ice-Cream Bingo 
Party with Deal or No Deal played by the top classroomôs 

teachers, Mrs. Barnes and Mrs. Kasper. They played 
shrewdly and came out of the game with $100 total. 

     Thank you for all your support. Our school hopes to 

realize about $13,000 in profit for the drive. Remember, 
our next drive is in September 2008! 

 

 

mailto:bushelboyfam@msn.com
mailto:katiejack@deskmedia.com
mailto:mkgthurn@rconnect.com
mailto:mmrahrick@charter.net
mailto:loributler1@charter.net
mailto:jomat@smig.net
mailto:Kristin@rconnect.com
mailto:tkwishy@charter.net
mailto:ceffertz@gmail.com
mailto:carol.daley@allina.com
mailto:dubsmn@charter.net
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Floor Hockeyéé..By Keith Freundl 

     I want to thank all the players 

who participated, for their 
enthusiasm and great 

sportsmanship.  We had 27 students 
participate in floor hockey divided 

into five teams.  Nick Liebl and D.J. 

Hansonôs team had the best record 
of 7-1-1 but their one loss came 

during the playoffs.  During the 
playoffs the last place team defeated 

game 15 players participated 

in the All Star game.  During 
the All Star game everyone 

wanted to score, including 
Jacob Forster who was the 

goalie!  Thank you players, 

thank you Terri Grose, and 
thank you to parents for being 
so considerate. 

Jacob Forster and Garth Sevcikôs 

team, then defeated the first 
place and won the championship 

by defeating Matt Boettger and 
Travis Thamertôs team.  The 

players on the championship 

team were Jacob Kearin, Lucas 
Hughes, Kurtis Pierret, Kory 

Soukup, Colin Titus, and Parker 
Hoen.  After the championship 

Volleyball Wrap-upé..By Coaches Sandie & Linda 

     The volleyball season has come to an end.  Great improvement and 

good memories made by all. 
     Thank you to all 6, 7, and 8th grade students who participated.  

Each and every one of you deserves so much.  We are so proud of you! 
     A special thank you to LaVonne Sedivy for all the extra help with 

practices.  Also thank you to all the moms who helped with the potluck.  

We couldnôt have done it without you!  Parents are so special!  Have a 
great rest of the school year. 
Your coaches 

 

Basketball 
 

Boy’s basketball is open to any 

6th-8th grader.  We are in need of 
a boyôs head basketball coach.  

If interested, please call Terri 
Grose at 446-2300. 
 

Girls basketball season will soon 

be hooping it up as November is 
here!  Mr. Plemel will be 

coaching the girls.  Girlsô 
basketball is open to any 6th-8th 

grader.  

 

     Check with your child, 

as they will be receiving 
a practice schedule from 

their coaches.   
     Starting the week of 

November 12th, boys and 

girls will rotate each 
week between early and 

late practices.  The week  

Owatonna Metal Recycling 

1210 Industrial Road, Owatonna, MN  55060 (Across from the Waste Treatment Plant) 451-1470 
    Owatonna Metal Recycling will collect aluminum cans for St. Maryôs Sports Boosters all year. All you have to do is 

turn your cans in there and they will give you a slip. Take that slip to the office at the recycling center and they will 
keep track of the money owed to St. Maryôs School. At the end of each month they will send St. Maryôs a check for 

the cans collected. All the money will go towards St. Maryôs sports. 

    This is a great way of getting rid of all those cans and not having to wait until our next pick-up date, which is in 
April. Any questions call Terri Grose at St. Maryôs School or Wanda at Owatonna Metal Recycling. Thanks for your 

support! 

 

Save Your Aluminum Cans all year 

Practices 

of Nov. 12th, girls are 

early (3:30-5 p.m.) 
and boys will be late 

(5-6:30 p.m.)  This 
will continue through 

the basketball 

season. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Music Notes     Page 9
   

Christmas Concerts      The junior high Christmas concert will 

be on Tuesday, December 11 at 7:00 
p.m.  The choir students should be 

seated in the gym by 6:50 p.m.  6th 
grade band students will meet in the 

band room at 6:40 p.m.  The 7/8th band 

will warm up at 6:50 p.m. 
      Please remember to bring a dozen 

treats per family to each concert! 

 

     The elementary Christmas concert 

will be on Tuesday, Dec. 4 at 7:00 
p.m.  All students should be in their 

classrooms by 6:45 p.m.  The 5th grade 
band students should report to the 

band room at 6:45 p.m. as well. 

Grandparents/Special 
Friends Day Concert 

     Third Hand, Inc., 1130 North Elm, 

Owatonna, MN  55060 taped the music 
concert that was held on October 17.  DVDôs 

are available for purchase and can be 
ordered through the company (not the 

school).  The DVDôs will be mailed directly to 

your home.  The cost is $11.95.   

 

Music Website      Many 6-8 students have checked 

their music grades on the new St. 
Maryôs website.  Families can also 

check when assignments are due, 
when tests will be given, and 

information on concert dates, words 

to the concert songs, and other 
pertinent music information.  Go to 

www.stmarys-owatonna.org.  In the 
upper right hand corner, click  

ñclassroomsò, and then click Mrs. 
Kuklokôs or Mr. Ostermeierôs name.  

You have now entered the St. Maryôs 

Music Website.   

     From the music website, you 

need to click again on one of the 
teacherôs names to find out more 

information on choir and band.  If 
you want to check your current 

grade, click ñFamily Log-Inò in the 

bottom left corner.  You will need 
your user name and password to 

enter.  If you do not have this 
information, please contact Mrs. 

Kuklok or Mr. Ostermeier at 446-
2300 and leave a message. 
 

Jr. High Instrumental Master Classes 

     Seventeen St. Maryôs 7 & 8th 

grade band students are invited to 
spend the morning of November 3 at 

a special 2½-hour master class.  This 
is a great opportunity for students to 

spend time with a teacher who 

specializes in their instrument.  

Instruction will focus on good 

playing habits, tone production, 
and practice skills.  The Master 

Lessons will be held at OJHS from 
9:00-11:30 a.m. on Saturday, 

November 3. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.stmarys-owatonna.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nurseôs NotesééBy Mary Herzog, RN 

     We are rapidly approaching the cold and flu season.  I 
would encourage everyone to get a flu shot this year, 

particularly those students (and their family members) 
with asthma or any chronic health problems. No shortage 

of flu vaccine is predicted for this year.  Flu shots are 

very safe and are especially recommended for the very 
young and old.  Staff members will be getting their flu 

shots on November 1. 
     This is a good time to go over the schoolôs illness 

guidelines. If your child runs a temperature (100 or 

above) please keep them home until they have been 
temp free for 24 hours (without the aid of Tylenol or 

Ibuprofen).  This 24-hour waiting period also applies to 
incidents of vomiting and diarrhea.  As always, good 

hand washing is our best defense against all winter 

illnesses.  When calling school to report absences, it is 
helpful to me to know why your child is absent (e.g. 

strep, stomach flu).  If I see a concentration of illnesses 
in a grade level, I can let parents know so they can take 

special precautions. 
 

Physical Educationééé.By Ms. Grose 

    Kindergarten: We will start P.E. 

2nd quarter working on locomotor 
movements; skipping, galloping, 

sliding, running & leaping, hopping & 
jumping. We then will be working on 

the proper way to over hand throw 

and catch. 
   1st graders have been working on 

tee-ball games. We have been 
learning the rules and how to play 

the game. We will be working on 

juggling. We will juggle one and two 

tennis balls, rings, scarves, thus 

working on our eye-hand 
coordination and manipulation.  After 

juggling we will jump rope. 
   2nd, 3rd, 4th graders have been 

working on football skills and playing 

football games.   Then we will be 
working on juggling and jumping 

rope. We will be working on 
volleyball skills; serving and passing 

then playing volleyball games. 
   5th and 6th graders have been 

playing soccer games and are being 

tested on the Presidentôs Physical 

Fitness Test. We will be working on a 
volleyball unit. We will work on the 

skills, learn the rules and play 
games. 

    7th and 8th graders have been 

working on a football unit. We 
worked on skills, learned the rules 

and are playing football games. We 
are also working on the Presidentôs 

Physical Fitness Test. Our next unit 
will be volleyball. We will work on 

the skills, learn the rules and play 
games 

November Liturgies 
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¶ Nov. 1 ï 10:00 All School Mass 

¶ Nov. 7 ï Spirit Group 

¶ Nov. 13 ï 8:10 REP & Jr. High Mass at St. Joseph 

¶ Nov. 14 ï 8:10 AM Elementary Mass 

¶ Nov. 27 ï 8:45 AM Gr. 8 Reconciliation at St. Joseph 
¶ Nov. 28 ï 8:10 AM All School Mass 

 
Masses are held at Sacred Heart Parish unless noted.  Guests 
and parents are always welcome 

School Board Members 

Sacred Heart 
Mrs. Carla Kern  455-1544 
Mr. Robbe Kniefel 455-2371 

Mrs. Cheryl Rohwer 451-5449 
Mrs. Holly Liebl  455-9013 
 
St. Joseph 

Mr. Chris Herzog 451-2890 
Mrs. Dawn Ritter 451-8199 

Mr. Brian Bunkers 455-3186 
Mr. Jon Hanson  455-1689 

Having difficulty talking with your kids about Chastity? 

     The Sacred Heart Respect Life Team has compiled a number of resources to help teens, parents, grandparents 

and teachers with the subject of chastity.  We will have a number of resources available in the Sacred Heart 
narthex after the masses on November 10 & 11.  There will be pamphlets, books, prayer cards, chastity 

commitment cards, etc.  Stop by and take a look! 
     We will also have Ruth Boubin (Sacred Heart Parishioner and former pregnancy/adoption counselor) speak 

with our 7th-12th grade youth on Sunday, November 18.  She will speak on the emotional risks of being sexually 
active outside of marriage.  Parents and parishioners are welcome to attend as well.  Ruth will be speaking on 

Sunday evening from 6:30-7:30 pm in the Sacred Heart Parish Center. 
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many dollars for the local Red 

Cross.  Flooding, fires and  
disasters have especially hit the 

Red Cross this year and the 
money raised was greatly 

appreciated to help those in 

need.  Looking at this column it 
appears to be one long thank 

you.  How appropriate for the 
season of Thanksgiving.  SMS 

has much to be thankful for this 
year. 

     I urge the St. Maryôs parents 

to get out and vote in the 
upcoming school levy and to 

seek out information concerning 

the St. Maryôs building project.      

We thank the many people who 
attended the parish meetings as 

well as the district meetings on 
the Owatonna Public school 

building needs.  If you have 

questions, donôt hesitate to talk 
to Jerry Kent, School 

Administrator, or our consultant, 
Mike Randall.  It is important 

that we get your input on these 
issues.  A feasibility study will be 

conducted during the month of 

Oct. and November in both 
parishes. 

 

Administrator’s Corner (continued from page 1) 
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Special Scrip 

     I want to introduce myself as the new 

Volunteer Coordinator. I assumed this position on 
October 1st.  

    I would like to first say ñTHANK YOUò to all of 
you who have so generously filled out the 

volunteer sign-up sheet stating which position(s) 

you would be interested in helping out with. I will 
be contacting you via the e-mail as much as 
possible. If you prefer to not be contacted that 

way please let me know.  

     Thank you to all volunteers who helped make 
Grandparents Day so successful. I truly 

 

     ñSpecialò orders are placed on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of the month.  Additional dates are 

added during the holidays to help with your shopping needs.  Special Scrip can be ordered on 

Nov. 5, Dec. 3 and 17.  These orders must be in the school office prior to 8:00 AM Mondays 
to be included in that weekôs order and will be available for pick up on Thursday.  

     If there is a certain store that is not listed, call Connie Lembke (446-2300) to see if St. 
Maryôs can purchase it.  We cannot list all stores that participate because there are so many. 
     *Just a note of concern: Because of the high demand of Scrip during the Holiday Season, 
backorders can occur.  So order early! 

 

Volunteer CoordinatorééBy Connie Lembke 

appreciate your help and enthusiasm to help. 

     Thank you to all volunteers who are 
graciously giving of their time to help in the 

lunchroom, classroom, recess, Vision & Hearing 
screening, field trips, selling scrip, and the list 

goes on.  

     If you have not already signed up to help out 
and would like to, please e-mail me a note 

anytime to: volunteercoord@stmarys-
owatonna.org. We are always in need of more 

volunteers.  
 

mailto:volunteercoord@stmarys-owatonna.org
mailto:volunteercoord@stmarys-owatonna.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$1,000  Jim Rubish Owatonna MN 

$1,000  Maureen Mahoney Owatonna MN 
$500  Darla Wondra Owatonna MN 
$500  Theodore & Judith Staley Owatonna MN 
$500  Jim Hartle Owatonna MN 
$500  Dennis Spinler Owatonna MN 
$500  Kathy Grebe Owatonna MN 
$500  Jack Dillemuth Owatonna MN 
$100  Becky Oswald Owatonna MN 
$100  Dorothy Moen Owatonna MN 
$100  Ricky Goettl Brooklyn Park MN 
$100  Geri Hake Owatonna MN 
$100  Rilee Schmidt Owatonna MN 
$100  Richard Perron Owatonna MN 
$100  Don Trenda Owatonna MN 
$100  Ray Standke Owatonna MN 
$100  Vickie Klinkhammer Owatonna MN 
$100  John Atkinson Thornton CO 
$100  Kate Boettcher Owatonna MN 
$100  Don & Nikki Miller Owatonna MN 
$100  Lois Doyle Owatonna MN 
$100  Magdalen Klecker Owatonna MN 
$100  Al Martin Owatonna MN 
$100  Evan Rysavy Owatonna MN 
$100  Martin Chesney Pine Island MN 
$100  Bonnie Lima Owatonna MN 
$100  Annette Kloos Owatonna MN 

$100  Karen Meier Owatonna MN 
$100  Cathy Quam Owatonna MN 
$100  Denise A. Miller Owatonna MN 
$100  Drake Rouse Mount Pleasant IA 
$100  Karren Ihrke Owatonna MN 
$100  Mike Grossman Medford MN 
$100  Tom Knight Owatonna MN 
$100  Rita Stilwell Owatonna MN 
$100  Mark VanOsdale Owatonna MN 
$100  Emanuel & Marie Herman Owatonna MN 
$100  Rita Willcox Owatonna MN 
$100  Tony Nguyen Owatonna MN 
$100  Tony Nguyen Owatonna MN 
$100  Mark Nelson Owatonna MN 

$100  Julie Thompson Owatonna MN 
$100  Mary Motz Owatonna MN 
$100  Jim Jirele Owatonna MN 
$100  Gail Sauter Rochester MN 
$100  Cheryl Wencl Owatonna MN 
$100  Shirley Schultz Owatonna MN 
$100  Francis Trenda Owatonna MN 
$100  Armond & Sylvia Rezac Owatonna MN 
$100  Margaret Liebrenz Owatonna MN 
$100  Elaine Sable Owatonna MN 
$100  Carolyn Soller Owatonna MN 
$100  Sylvester Buryska Owatonna MN 
$100  Kristine Froseth Owatonna MN 
$100  Carole Perron Faribault MN 
$100  Mary Wilson Owatonna MN 

$100  Edward & Debra Hebel Owatonna MN 
$100  Chris Gander Owatonna MN 
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2007 CYE Winners 

EMPTY INK CARTRIDGES WANTED 
Parents, Grandparents, Neighborsé 

 
 

St. Maryôs is collecting empty inkjet 
Cartridges for recycling: 

Lexmark   Xerox   Sharp 

HP     Dell     Apple 
Canon   Brother 

Please drop them off at school 
Attn:  Mrs. Wacek 

St. Mary’s School 

730 S. Cedar Avenue 
Owatonna, MN 55060 

 
507-446-2300 

507-446-2304 (fax) 

www.stmarys-owatonna.org 


